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Woman wartime welder; migrant sugar beet workers.
Photos courtesy Oregon Historical Society (OHS).

Introduction

W

orkers have always made and continue
to make their own history in Oregon.
The challenge is to remind ourselves of
the importance of that history. A further
challenge is to help us recall the often forgotten role
that working people played in creating a just,
egalitarian, and socially progressive community.
Working Oregon – A Labor History Chronology is
meant to serve as that reminder.
Did you know, for example, that the great proworker American writer John Reed was born in
Portland in 1887? Did you know that Oregon’s Dr.
Marie D. Equi was selected in 1916 to spread some
of executed Wobbly troubadour Joe Hill’s ashes?
Are you aware that the longest strike in the state’s
history was the Portland newspaper strike that ran
from 1959 to 1965?
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These and many other historical facts noted here
cover famous events like the 1934 longshore
workers strike or document the dedication of women
war workers in the 1940s, to highlight just two. All
are meant to encourage working people to continue
making labor history that matters.
Given the general absence of labor history as part
of the public school curriculum, and the paucity of
college and university courses on the subject, this
chronology presents an opportunity to increase
awareness of labor events of the past and to act as a
resource for further research by historians,
educators, trade unionists, and others.
The booklet is designed for use in classrooms, at
union meetings, and educational workshops. It can
also serve as an outreach tool to promote labor
history at public gatherings, conferences, and laborsponsored events.
Students of labor history are encouraged to
continue collecting and recording the significant
labor events that help us understand the Oregon
worker’s role in developing a civil society.
Ron Verzuh
Labor Day
September 2020
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Portland radicals Tom Burns and Dr. Marie D. Equi. Photos
courtesy OHS.

Selection Criteria

T

he more than 300 entries presented here
were selected based on their importance in
advancing public knowledge and
understanding of Oregon’s labor history.
The entries fall into several broad categories:
• Union or worker actions such as boycotts,
• Workers’ rights activism such as protests,
• Union organizing and first agreements,
• State actions such as injunctions,
• Legislative changes,
• Employer actions such as lockouts,
• Improving working conditions.
Other entries include the publication of laborrelated books, novels, and plays; teaching programs
in labor history and textbooks; movies and
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documentaries about labor subjects; and innovative
campaigns for social justice.
As much as possible, entries include the names
and numbers of unions, specific geographic
locations of events, and the correlation of an entry to
the broader historical context. Also, some entries,
though not directly about Oregon, were influential to
the continental labor movement and brought changes
that affected the lives of Oregon’s working people.
No selection process can hope to include all
historical activities nor can it cover every aspect of
the activity. Where possible, the chronology
includes the results of an activity, be it gains or
losses from a strike, the negative and positive effects
of new labor law, or the advent of a significant
social change.
In any work-in-progress, there will be missing
entries. Errors will be discovered. Differences of
historical interpretation are inevitable. But as much
as possible Working Oregon tries to present a fair
chronology of Oregon’s labor past up to mid-2020.
As more entries are gathered in future, they will
be considered for inclusion in a possible online
edition. Corrections and suggested entries are
welcome and should be sent to rverzuh@shaw.ca.
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African American tree fallers; woman wartime welder in 1942;
forestry workers ride a Benson raft on the Columbia River in
1902. Photos courtesy OHS.

The Chronology

W

orking Oregon takes readers back to the
very beginning of Oregon’s history as we
trace the story of how humans lived and
worked here. It guides us through many of
the events that have populated that history
throughout the centuries leading into the first quarter
of the 21st century.
The chronology serves as a roadmap to
discovering the Oregon working population’s past,
from the first workers before Europeans arrived in
North America to the modern-day workforce. It is
also meant to encourage more research into the
events, actions, and historic developments that
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influenced the state’s labor movement and state
institutions.
Although not every
worker-related historical
occurrence is noted here,
readers will find brief
accounts of the many
events that mark important
strikes, lockouts, union
organizing drives, political
rallies, class conflicts, ethnic
clashes, and the passage of laws for and
against working people.
It is hoped that the brief entries in the chronology
will trigger students to pursue more in-depth studies
of disappearing historical moments. It is further
hoped that it will encourage the writing of a full
labor history of the state, offering further
background and analysis of events that are only
touched on here.
Working Oregon, then, is just a beginning in the
quest to track the history of the Beaver State’s
working people and their organizations. More
research promises to uncover too-little-known
victories, major setbacks, local working-class
heroes, and historic moments that still inspire. It will
also necessarily examine the less proud actions in
our labor history.
With that we invite you to page through Working
Oregon, stopping at times to remember the courage
and determination of the working people that
preceded us. It is to them, with respect and
appreciation, that this work is dedicated.
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Chinook Indians using a seine net to catch salmon.
Photo courtesy OHS.

9000–8000 BC
First human habitation in Oregon
Chinookan peoples predominate on the lower
Columbia River prior to the arrival of Europeans;
Native Americans from five of the major linguistic
groups live in Oregon; around Portland, the
groups include Multnomah, Clowewalla,
Clackamas, and Tualatin nations.
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Native Americans witness the launch of west coast explorer
John Meares’s ship North West America.
Photo courtesy OHS.

1500s–1600s AD
1542
Exploration of Pacific Coast begins
The search continues for a Northwest Passage and fabled
treasure.
1550s-1700s
European explorers arrive
Spanish, English, and other European explorers compete
for land; Russian fur hunters penetrate coastal waters.
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Statue of explorer William
Clark’s slave, York.
Photo courtesy OHS.

1700s
1770
William Clark’s slave, York, is born
York, companion and manservant to explorer William
Clark of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, was much
admired by First Nations people as a valued diplomat.
1788
First African American man arrives
Marcus Lopez from Cape Verde Islands comes to
Oregon.
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Klamath and Modoc First Nations.
Photo courtesy OHS.

1800s
1803-1806
Lewis and Clark Expedition explores the West
President Thomas Jefferson commissions explorers
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to travel to the
west coast.
1810-1833
Europeans bring deadly diseases
The Lewis and Clark Expedition encountered Native
American populations already decimated by disease.
Epidemics were underway by the time of their
arrival killing tens of thousands of native peoples.
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Native Americans work for white settlers
In the early 1830s, Kalapooian people work in the French
Prairie region of the Willamette Valley. Others will work
in sawmills and hop fields.
1844
Black exclusion laws enacted
Oregon enacts the first black exclusion law forcing all
African Americans from Oregon territory. Similar laws
were passed in 1849 and 1857. Such laws were not
repealed until 1926.
1845
Portland founded
Oregon’s largest city is officially founded but not
incorporated until 1851.
1850
Indian Affairs encourages native farm workers
Tualatin and Kalapooian peoples in the Willamette
Valley engage in agricultural pursuits. Seasonal
harvests also provide paid work.
1851
Jacob Vanderpool arrested
Jacob Vanderpool, the African American owner
of a saloon, restaurant, and boarding house in
Salem, is arrested and jailed for living in Oregon
illegally. He was in violation of the territorial
government’s exclusion law and was subsequently
deported from Oregon.
1853
Typographical union formed
Printers create the Oregon and Washington
Typographical Society, the first known labor
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organization in the Pacific
Northwest. They fight for a
minimum wage, controlling the
labor market against new
settlers, and discouraging the
introduction of new machinery.
1859
Statehood achieved
Oregon becomes a state and adopts the motto “The
Union.”
1861
Oregonians fight in Civil War
Union Army troops in Oregon are shipped east to fight
in the Civil War. The following year, the 1st Oregon
Cavalry is activated.
1862
Typographical union first chartered
The National Typographical Union charters its first
local in Oregon. It is called the Typographical Society
of Portland.
1864
Oregon regiment fights Indians
The 1st Oregon Volunteer Infantry Regiment was
formed and assigned to fight Indians in eastern
Oregon.
Immigrants battle Indians in Snake War
In the Snake War (1864-1868), immigrants to the gold
fields clash with the Paiute, Shoshone, and Bannock
Indian tribes on the Snake River in Oregon.
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1865
Chinese settle in Portland
Two hundred Chinese people live in Portland.
1867
Engineers organize Portland local
The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers forms a
Portland local.
1868
Second Oregon union organized in Portland
Twenty-five longshore workers form the
Longshoremen’s Protective Union.
1869
Oregon’s first strike occurs
Possibly the first Oregon strike occurs when workers at
The Dalles mint quit over a pay cut.
White Laborers’ Association formed
Oregon City Woolen Manufacturing Company
discharges its entire white crew and replaces them with
Chinese workers at lower wages. The discharged
workers form a union that later becomes a chapter of the
Ku Klux Klan.
WPA competes with Oregon unions
The Workingmen’s Protective Association (WPA)
begins competing with Oregon unions for members.
1870
Oregon has 346 African Americans
Almost half of Oregon’s African American population
lives in Portland.

Working Oregon 18
1872
The Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen found a local
at Portland.
1873
Economic panic begins
Large groups of mostly Chinese railroad workers are laid
off.
Deep sea fish union created
The Deep Sea Fishermen’s Association is organized at
Astoria.
Dock workers strike as Panic of 1873 hits
Dock workers strike twice for higher pay against steamer
companies operating between Portland and Oregon City.
The strikes fail due to the Panic of 1873 and the hiring of
replacements.
Protests over convict labor
Unions protest Oregon Governor Lafayette Grover’s
recommendation that convicts be leased out to
manufacturers.
1876
Seven unions organized in Portland
Portland unions total 100 members. Railroad
brotherhoods organize.
Fishermen’s protection union forms
The Columbia River Fishermen’s Protection Union is
founded.
1877
Deep sea fishers strike
The Deep Sea Fishermen’s Association calls a strike of
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289 members, demanding 50 cents for each salmon. The
canneries had offered 37½ cents.
Dock workers strike for 50 cents
Longshore workers strike for 50 cents an hour on
Sundays and for night work.
1878
Workingman’s Club formed
The Workingman’s Club is founded in Portland with 150
members. It favors abolition of national banks,
denounces Chinese labor, and builds labor support for
the election of W.W. Thayer, the Democratic candidate
for governor running on an anti-Chinese labor platform.
Thayer wins.
Labor Gazette appears
William H. Chaney founds the Labor Gazette, Oregon’s
first labor newspaper, to elevate the laboring classes,
encourage them to vote, oppose violence, foster public
education, oppose strikes, and promote the “workman’s
ticket.”
1879
Portland African Americans organize
Despite Oregon’s mid-19th century exclusion laws,
African American Oregonians form the Portland Colored
Immigration Society to encourage settlement in the
state.
1880
Knights of Labor in Portland
The Knights of Labor send an organizer to Portland
where 4,000 people turn out to hear him speak.
Portland’s population is about 17,500. The Knights
chapter has 600 members.
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First successful strike
The Harness Makers Association organizes Oregon’s
first successful strike, winning a $1 daily increase with a
25-cent raise for workers doing piece work.
Sheep shearers organize for better prices
The Sheep Shearers Association of Morrow Country is
organized to set a price on wool cutting.
Oregon Improvement Company
founded
Financier Henry Villard founds the
Oregon Improvement Company to
monopolize mining and transportation
industries in the Pacific Northwest.
1881
Portland Typos reorganize
Multnomah Typographical Union Local 58 of Portland is
organized after the Portland Typographical Society
ceases to exist.
1882
Women, children, Japanese work in canneries
The federal Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 opens the
door to Japanese immigrants and white women and
children working in Oregon canneries.
Stevedores union is born
The Multnomah Stevedores, Longshoremen, and Riggers
Union is formed at Astoria.
1883
Carpenters union starts
Carpenters Local 50 meets at the Portland Mechanics’
Hall to discuss the nine-hour day among other issues.
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Hodcarriers, marine engineers, others join unions
Hodcarriers, marine engineers, and railway conductors
unionize at Portland as do railway trainmen at Le Grande
and locomotive engineers at The Dalles.
Telegraphers join national strike
Portland telegraphers join a national strike called by the
Brotherhood of Telegraphers. The strike is broken after a
month.
Rail unions form
“Big Four” railroad brotherhoods form locals in
Portland. The brotherhoods started in the U.S. in
1863 to create insurance and medical benefits for
members.
AFL’s Gompers founds FTA
Samuel Gompers, representing the
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor
Unions, set up the Federated Trades
Assembly (FTA) in Portland with delegates
from nine unions representing 300
members. It lasted two years until it was
destroyed in 1885 after a quarrel over whether to
support Democrats or Republicans in the coming
election. Gompers pictured here as he looked in 1894.
1885
Twenty-one millionaires
Twenty-one millionaires are reported living in Portland.
The city ranks second behind Hartford, Connecticut, as
the richest city in America in proportion to
population.

Working Oregon 22
Knights campaign against Chinese labor
The Knights of Labor organize anti-Chinese
demonstrations in Portland and elsewhere.
Tailors organize
Portland tailors start a union.
1886
Chinese workers evicted
White workers in Oregon City evict Chinese woolen
mills workers. Chinese woodcutters are evicted from
Mount Tabor. Chinese homes at Guild’s Lake are raided
and occupants expelled.
Knights start Oregon Alarm
The Knights of Labor found Oregon Alarm, one of
several labor newspapers. The Alarm’s motto: “The
Tools Belong to the Toilers; the Products to the
Producers.” Like many of the Knights publications it
actively opposed Chinese labor.
1887
Writer John Reed born
On October 22, John Reed,
one of America’s bestknown writers is born in
Portland. His most famous
book is Ten Days That
Shook the World, about the Russian Revolution.
Photo courtesy Wikimedia Commons.

Gompers revives assembly
The moribund FTA is restructured with 15 affiliated
unions. About 400 men are charged a yearly flat tax;
each union has equal representation.
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First statewide Labor Day legislated
On February 21, Oregon becomes the first state to
declare the first Monday in September as the official
statewide Labor Day.
Cigar makers, carpenters unionize
Portland cigar makers and carpenters and joiners
unionize.
1888
Printers strike occurs
Printers in East Portland strike.
1889
Building Trades League is formed
Portland construction unions form the Building Trades
League and hire their own walking delegate. The League
was the precursor the Columbia Pacific Building and
Construction Trades Council.
Machinists unionize
Oregon’s Machinist Local 63 is chartered.
FTA endorses boycott
The FTA, boasting 3,000 members, boycotts the
Weinhard brewery in support of an organizing
campaign and the eight-hour movement.
1890
Wesley Everest born
Future Wobbly organizer Wesley
Everest is born in Newburg. He grew up
on a dairy farm near Portland. He was
lynched in the Centralia Tragedy of
1919. Photo courtesy Thurston-Lewis-Mason
Central Labor Council.
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Strike for eight-hour day
Portland Carpenters and Joiners Union members strike
for the eight-hour day. The Multnomah Builders
Exchange, an employer coalition, refuses the union’s
demand then agrees, ending the work stoppage.
Chinese form largest ethnic minority
Portland’s Chinese community forms the city’s largest
ethnic minority replacing the Irish. Portland’s
Chinatown is second in size only to San Francisco.
Letter carriers organize
Branch 82 of the National Association of Letter Carriers
is formed.
Columbia River fish workers strike
Columbia River fish workers strike, leading to riots and
fights between union and non-union workers.
1891
African American workers imported
The Oregon Improvement Company brings hundreds
of African American laborers to coal mining towns
in the Pacific Northwest to undermine white unions
in labor disputes.
1893
Coxey’s Army m a r c h e s
Jacob Coxey forms Coxey’s Army
to publicize the plight of working
people during a nationwide
depression. It attracts 400 Portland
members some of whom march on
Washington, D.C., to demand jobs.
Photo courtesy YouTube.
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Rival labor body created
The Central Labor Council is formed possibly because
the Federated Trades Assembly admitted only AFL
unions, whereas several unions were Knights of Labor
assemblies. It could also have been that unemployed
workers pressured for the new organization. Its first
political act is to attend a city council meeting to
demand the establishment of a free employment
bureau.
1894
National Pullman strike occurs
The Pullman strike, led by
socialist Eugene V. Debs,
generates militancy throughout
the Pacific Northwest. In
Portland, Knights of Labor walk
out in support, including 80
longshore workers.
Photo courtesy Modern History.

First African American police officer hired
George Hardin becomes Portland’s first African
American police officer.
1895
State Congress of Labor begins
The State Congress o f L a b o r i s held in January and is
attended by representatives from 12 unions. They are
affiliated with the Central Labor Council, the Farmers’
Alliance, the Knights of Labor, the Academy of
Socialism, and unemployed workers.
1897
Union Fish founded
About 200 gillnet fishers form the Union
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Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing Company (Union
Fish) after a long dispute with fish packing
companies over prices and fishing practices.
1898
Afro-American League formed
The Afro-American League forms with 1,105
African American members in Portland.
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Male cannery workers at Astoria; female
African American shipyard workers during
wartime. Photos courtesy OHS.

1900s
1900
Chinese community grows
There are 7,800 Chinese living in Portland.
Portland Labor Press launched
The eight-page newspaper issues its first edition and
eventually becomes the Northwest Labor Press,
which today continues to publish 24 times a year.
1902
Textile workers strike
Textile workers at Oregon City organize a mill-by-mill
strike of newly organized workers.
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New laundry workers union strikes
About 250 members of Local 90 of the Shirt, Waist, and
Laundry Workers’ Union in Portland strike to win a pay
increase.
Portland carpenters strike
Carpenters walk off the job in support of the
Amalgamated Woodworkers Union. One of their
goals is to get the nine-hour day for workers in planing
mills.
OFL holds first convention
Thanks to the organizing work of G.Y. Harry, the
Oregon State Federation of Labor holds its first
convention, drawing delegates from 100 unions. The
federation claimed 10,000 members.
Union labor boycotted
Building trades strikes hit Portland. Employers lock
out members and institute a “boycott union labor”
campaign. A governing body called the Oregon State
Labor Council was later established.
1903
Wage rate rises to $3.50 a day
The standard west coast wage rate for carpenters and
painters is $3.50 a day.
10 hours law for factory, laundry women
Oregon passes a law stating that women could work no
more than 10 hours a day in factories and
laundries. Laundry owners challenged the law with a
lockout and later at the Oregon Supreme Court with
Muller v. Oregon. Future U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Louis D. Brandeis made the case for upholding the law.
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Teamsters organize
Teamsters Local 162 forms in Portland.
Labor bureau starts
The Oregon Bureau of Labor is created with O.P.
Hoff as first commissioner. That year the bureau
listed 30,000 wage earners in the state with a total
wage of $12 million. Today it functions as the
Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI).
1904
Finns form socialist club
The Finnish Socialist Club is formed at Astoria and
continues until 1940. In 1907, the club started
Toveri, a Finnish-language newspaper. In 1910, a
four-story hall provided a labor office, pool hall,
and space for theatrical performances.
1905
Workers protest Lewis and Clark exhibit
Twenty-five pickets protest the use of non-union
labor at the construction of Portland’s Lewis and
Clark Centennial and American Exposition and
Oriental Fair.
Wobblies founded
The Industrial Workers of
the World (IWW) is
founded in Chicago.
William “Big Bill”
Haywood and other Pacific
Northwest labor organizers
advocate one big union
under the slogan “An injury
to one is an injury to all.”
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1907
Wobblies first appear in Oregon
Rooted in the lumber camps and mills of western Oregon
and the agricultural areas of eastern Oregon, the
Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) form a first
Oregon local. In Portland, they parade to protest the trial
of IWW leader William “Big Bill” Haywood who was
falsely accused of murdering Idaho governor Frank
Steunenberg.
IWW organizes sawmill workers’ strike
About 3,000 Portland mill and wool workers strike
for the nine-hour day and a w a g e i n c r e a s e t o
$2.50 per day from $1.75. It is one of the first IWW job
actions in the Pacific Northwest. The local AFL
approved hiring non-union labor.
1908
Portland Labor Council affiliates to AFL
The Central Labor Council for Portland and Vicinity
affiliates to the AFL.
Women’s work hours limit upheld
In Muller v. Oregon, the U.S. Supreme Court upholds
Oregon’s 1903 state law limiting hours of work to 10
hours for women in factories and laundries. The
landmark decision unleashed feminist criticism that
it limited women’s equality.
1909
Bartenders Union League rallies
Portland’s Bartenders Union League rallies against the
prohibition of liquor.

Working Oregon 31
WFM’s Ed Boyce
Ed Boyce, the former leader of the
radical Western Federation of Miners
(WFM), retires to Portland to read
social theory literature and poetry.
He later invested in the Portland
Hotel. Photo courtesy Wikipedia.
Unions gain strength in Portland
There are at least 75 local unions in Portland with an
estimated membership of 7,500.
1910
Fish union is Oregon’s largest
Fishers in Astoria constitute Oregon’s largest union.
Machinists strike for minimum wage
Machinist union strikers demand a 45-cent- an- hour
minimum wage.
Employers’ Liability Law
Unions win the forerunner to workers’ compensation
legislation, the Employers’ Liability Law. It is the
first major piece of legislation obtained by labor
through the initiative voting process.
1912
Oregon women win vote
Oregon women win the right to vote.
Women’s suffrage campaign organizer
Abigail Scott Duniway signs Oregon’s
Equal Suffrage Proclamation.
Labor candidates elected
Will Daly, president of the state labor federation and
the Portland Central Labor Council, is elected to
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Portland City Council. Other labor candidates also
serve on the council.
1913
Union Label League promotes union-made goods
The Portland Card and Label League, precursor of the
Union Label Committee, is organized to promote the
purchase of union-made goods.
Workers’ compensation law passes
The state legislature passes a workers’ compensation
law. The first such act was passed in Maryland two
years earlier.
First Oregon minimum wage law adopted
Oregon passes its first minimum wage law becoming
the second state to do so after Massachusetts. Workers
could earn a weekly wage of no less that $8.64.
Wage and Hour Act addresses inequality
The legislature enacts the first enforceable wage and
hour law to address inequality of women workers.
Women workers strike Oregon Packing Company
About 50-100 women workers at the
Oregon Packing Company strike over
low wages and unsanitary conditions.
Th e y h a d no union affiliation but
w e r e helped by Wobblies and
socialists. The strike escalated into a
free-speech fight with police attacking
strikers. AFL unions demanded that the
mayor be recalled. Dr. Marie Equi and Tom Burns
(pictured) were inspired to become prominent
radicals of the day.
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Women vote in Portland city elections
Women are first allowed to vote in Portland’s
municipal elections.
1914
Portland Wobblies invent “eat-in”
Forty Wobblies order big meals at Meves Restaurant and
tell the cashier to send the bill to the mayor. They were
subsequently arrested. Other “eat-ins” followed.
“Army of the unemployed”
Unemployed workers marched down the Willamette
Valley to Eugene. They met opposition in Woodburn and
Albany, but in Oregon City and Salem they were fed.
Activists pressed for a public works bill.
1915
Unions grow
Seventeen Oregon cities have active unions.
De Graff attends women’s league founding
Portland school principal Grace De Graff is one of
47 delegates, and the only one from the American
West, to help found the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom in The Hague, The
Netherlands.
Louise Bryant meets John Reed
Louise Bryant, a future correspondent for The
Masses, a radical New York magazine, meets
radical writer John Reed in Portland and leaves her
dentist husband for him.
Emma Goldman arrested
Famed anarchist Emma Goldman is arrested in
Portland for distributing birth control literature.
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1916
Equi chosen to spread Joe Hill’s ashes
Oregon’s Dr. Marie D. Equi is selected
to spread Wobbly troubadour Joe Hill’s
ashes after he is executed by a Utah
firing squad on November 19, 1915.
Union growth increases
Portland union membership grows from 10,000 to 25,000
in one year.
1917
Child labor ruled unlawful
The Meier & Frank Company (now Macy’s) is found
guilty and fined $10 for unlawfully permitting a child
to work.
4 Ls company union founded
The Loyal Legion of Loggers and Lumbermen, or 4 Ls, a
company union formed to stifle Wobbly organizing,
forms its first local at Wheeler.
Strikes and more strikes for eight hours
Wobblies strike for the eight-hour day in the lumber
industry. Metal trades workers strike the Portland
shipyards. Paper mill strikers in Oregon City are arrested
for violating municipal anti-conspiracy ordinances.
1918
Unions expand again
Oregon unions grow to 35,000 members in spite of
organizing drives being postponed during World War I.
1919
Seattle General Strike
On February 6, Seattle workers launch a six-day
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non-violent general strike for
better wages and working
conditions. Oregon unions
support the strikers. Critics
call the strike an attempt to
subvert the American way of
life. It serves as an excuse for the first Red Scare.
The strike remains a celebrated and influential
historical event in U.S. labor history.
Winnipeg General Strike
From May 15 to June 25, workers in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, launch a general strike for the
principle of collective bargaining as well as better
wages and working conditions. The landmark
confrontation is seen as a threat to the established
order. When the strike ends, one person is dead and
seven strike leaders are convicted of conspiracy to
overthrow the government. The strike continues to
inspire workers everywhere, including those in the
Pacific Northwest.
Teachers’ union formed
American Federation of Teachers Local 111 is
founded in Portland. It is the oldest AFT local west
of the Mississippi.
Arbitration board created
Oregon creates the first state Board of Conciliation
and Arbitration. In 1919-1922, it prevented six
major strikes and settled 200 disputes.
Strikes mounted for wage catch-up
Unions mount strikes to raise wages in an effort to
keep up with the rising cost of living after the war.
Picketing is severely restricted by the courts.
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1920
KKK gains strength in Oregon
The Ku Klux Klan gains prominence in Portland and
Oregon politics, directing its venom at Roman
Catholicism and minority rights.
Portland “Red Squad” arrests Wobblies
The Portland Police “Red Squad” is founded to round up
every known IWW member.
Labor Temple is started
The cornerstone of the Portland Labor Temple is laid
with a planned 41 offices and 14 meeting halls.
1921
Portland Labor College founded
The Central Labor Council
sponsors the Portland Labor
College and houses it in the
Labor Temple. The college
survives until 1927. Visiting
lecturers included “Rebel Girl”
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn
(pictured) and social activists
Helen and Scott Nearing.
1922
Police attack Longshore picket lines
International Longshoremen’s Association and
Marine Transport Workers strike the Port of Portland
for union recognition. Police attack picket lines and
arrest 500. Waterfront employers win total victory.
Portland Labor Players established
The Portland Labor College forms the Portland Labor
Players. Although Oregon workers’ theatrical

Working Oregon 37
performances date to the mid-1800s, PLP is one of
the state’s first worker theaters. Finnish workers also
set up a theater in Astoria.
1923
Black loggers move to Wallowa County
Twenty-six black loggers move to Wallowa County in
eastern Oregon with their families. The history of those
African American workers is on display at the Maxville
Heritage Interpretive Center today.
1924
Astoria Labor Temple built
The Astoria Labor Temple, one of the
oldest union halls in the Pacific
Northwest, is owned by the Astoria
Labor Temple Association. Several
unions are housed there along with a bar
and diner. Photo courtesy Ron Verzuh.
1926
Repeal of racial exclusion law
Oregon repeals the racial exclusion statute in the state
Constitution.
1929
National Lumber Workers Union formed
The Communist Trade Union Unity League (TUUL)
forms the National Lumber Workers Union (NLWU).
Oregon union members support some small strikes at the
time, but Portland sawmill workers did not organize an
NLWU local.
1930
Portland workers march on city hall demanding
“Work or Wages” as the Great Depression begins.
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1932
Bonus Army marches on Washington, D.C.
An army of First World War veterans forms in Portland
and marches on Washington, D.C., to demand that
promised bonuses be paid.
Unemployed Citizens League forms
An Unemployed Citizens League boasts more than 6,000
members in 26 Portland locals. Smaller Oregon cities
soon embrace the league.
1933
Filipino cannery workers organized
Filipino cannery workers in Alaska, Washington,
Oregon, and California organize the Cannery Workers
and Farm Laborers' Union (CWFLU-AFL).
1934
Historic longshore strike idles 15,000 workers
A coast-wide longshore workers strike
spreads to Portland, idling 12-15,000
workers and prompting the Portland
Central Labor Council t o authorize a
general strike if the governor sends in the
National Guard. A young Harry
Bridges, the strike leader and a known
labor radical is pictured.
Woolen mill workers walk off job
About 100 workers at the Portland Woolen Mills
hold a two-day strike in solidarity with a national
textile workers’ strike.
1935
New Deal Wagner Act passes
The National Labor Relations Act, called the
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Wagner Act after Democratic Senator Robert F.
Wagner, allows full-scale industrial organizing,
legalizes collective bargaining, and permits strikes if
necessary.
Lumber workers strike
Lumber workers, members of the Sawmill and
Timber Workers’ Union, launch a three-month strike
in camps and sawmills in Oregon and Washington.
The workers win a modest pay raise, a 40-hour work
week, and some union recognition. It was one of the
longest strikes in Pacific Northwest history.
1936
Commonwealth Fed founded
The Oregon Commonwealth
Federation (OCF) is founded as a
radical coalition led by Monroe
Sweetland (pictured) later to
become an active Democrat.
Oregonians volunteer for Spanish Civil War
Several Oregon workers volunteer for the fight
against fascism in Spain between 1936 and 1939.
They are part of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.
Maritime strikes tie up shipping
About 37,000 maritime workers strike the Pacific
coast shipping industry. Oregon longshore locals
join in the 98-day workplace conflict.
Federation of Woodworkers founded
Woodworkers meet in Portland to found the
Federation of Woodworkers with 72,000 members.
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1937
Cannery workers join the CIO
Cannery workers in the Pacific Northwest disaffiliate
from the AFL and become members of the CIO’s United
Cannery, Agricultural, Packinghouse, and Allied
Workers of America (UCAPAWA-CIO).
IWA forms and organizes in Oregon
The International Woodworkers of America (IWA) is
founded as an industrial union of lumber, sawmill
and timber transportation workers affiliated to the
Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). It
becomes one of Oregon’s largest unions. Strikes and
lockouts follow with employers refusing to
recognize the union.
Sawmill workers strike in Forest Grove
Workers strike at the Carnation Lumber Company in
Forest Grove.
Industrial union councils form
Intense CIO organizing brings the formation of
Portland and Coos Bay industrial union councils to
promote industrial unionism.
Carpenters and joiners form council
In preparation for an AFL boycott, carpenters and
joiners form the Oregon-Washington Council of
Lumber and Sawmill Workers.
CIO newspaper published
The Labor New Dealer is founded in Portland as
Oregon’s official CIO newspaper. It circulation hits
3,450 before The Industrial Worker replaces it in 1941.
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1938
Federal minimum wage introduced
The U.S. government passes a minimum wage bill under
the Fair Labor Standards Act. The wage is set at 25 cents
an hour.
State, Bell workers unionize
The Oregon State Employees Association is formed
and the Communications Workers of America
organize Pacific Northwest Bell.
Picketing, strikes outlawed
Picketing and striking in Oregon are outlawed
unless a majority of workers agree to the job action.
1939
Chinese Americans protest trade with Japan
Chinese Americans set up pickets in Portland,
Astoria, and Coos Bay to protest U.S. trade of scrap
metal with Japan. Longshore workers honor the
picket lines.
1941
Second World War
The U.S. enters the Second World War after the Japanese
attack Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Unions
suspend bargaining demands to support the Allied war
effort.
1942
Women war workers hired
By 1942, thousands of women had
joined the industrial workforce to
produce needed weapons and war
materials.
Photo courtesy OHS.
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Portland forms longest running police union
The Portland Police Association is formed and is
the longest continuously running such union in
the U.S.
1943
African Americans protest at Kaiser shipyards
Members of the Shipyard Negro Organization for
Victory at the Kaiser shipyards in Portland
protest segregation from white workers. The
organization had been formed the previous year
to combat union discrimination.
1944
Woman leads first Juneteenth celebration
A Portland shipyard worker, Clara Peoples, leads
the first Juneteenth celebration in Oregon. The
event honors the day slaves in Texas learned of
the Emancipation Proclamation. Some of the
Oregon shipyard workers hailed from Texas and
other southern states.
1946-1947
Post-war strike wave intensifies
More than 5 million workers strike after the war
ends. Autoworkers, steel workers and mine
workers lead the way with electrical workers,
meatpackers, lumber workers, teamsters and
others joining the strike wave. Their unions had
postponed major bargaining demands to support
the war effort. Now those demands resurfaced.
1947
AFL charters Machinists local
The AFL charters Machinist’s Local 1005.

Working Oregon 43
Congress passes Taft-Hartley Act
Congress passes the Taft-Hartley Act, undermining
labor rights that had been gained in the 1935
National Labor Relations Act (Wagner Act). TaftHartley sought to purge union radicals and enabled
anti-union right-to-work laws in 27 states (not
Oregon). Unions in Oregon and across the U.S.
opposed Taft-Hartley, but it is still in effect today.
1948
Robeson visits Vanport flood
Famed opera singer-actorcivil rights activist Paul
Robeson, long a union
supporter, visits the Vanport
flood site in Portland after an
earthen dike failed to hold
back turbulent Columbia
River waters.
Photo courtesy Pacific Tribune.

1949
The Dalles pineapple beef
A Portland Longshore local supports Hawaiian strikers
by blockading a “hot cargo” ship full of pineapples
headed to The Dalles, a non-union river port.
1950
McCarthyism hits Oregon radicals
Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy’s
war on communism imposes economic
suffering on Oregon radicals. Workers
who refuse to sign loyalty oaths are
fired. Unions purge left-wing leaders.
Photo courtesy OHS.
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1954
IWA works with Wilderness Society
The IWA works alongside the Wilderness Society to
seek a wilderness designation for the Three Sisters
Wilderness. They’re ultimately unsuccessful, but
both groups work on a Wilderness Bill, which will
become the 1964 Wilderness Act.
1955
AFL and CIO merge
The two central labor bodies in the U.S. merge to form
the AFL-CIO. The Oregon Federation of Labor, founded
in 1902, changed its name to Oregon AFL-CIO in 1958.
1959
Oregon’s longest strike lasts six years
The strike begins
with a dispute
between
Stereotypers and
Electrotypers Union
Local 48 and the
Oregon Journal and
the Oregonian.
Other newspaper
unions soon join in.
Unions start their
own newspaper, the Portland Reporter, to compete
with the struck papers. The strike ends in 1965.
Photo courtesy Northwest Labor Press.

1963
Public employees win bargaining rights
Public employees win bargaining rights under
the Oregon Public Employee Collective
Bargaining Act.
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1964
Wilderness Act passes
Thanks partly to the International Woodworkers
of America (IWA), the Three Sisters Wilderness
area is preserved under the Wilderness Act.
1965
From 1965 until 1974, the
Valley Migrant League
(VML) helps Oregon migrant
farm workers and former
farm workers attain a better
life through education and
social services.
Photo courtesy OHS.

1966
Union Manor opens
Westmoreland Union Manor opens in Portland. part of
a group of retirement residences initially organized
under the Union Labor Retirement Association founded
in 1962.
1967
Minimum wage raised to $1.25 an hour
The Oregon state legislature passes the first uniform
minimum wage law applied to adult men, raising the
wage to $1.25 per hour.
1968
PNLHA founded
The Pacific Northwest
Labor History
Association (PNLHA),
with members in
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Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia, is founded
to promote the importance of labor history. The PNLHA
sponsors an annual conference and produces a popular
labor history calendar.
1970
PSU strikers protest Kent State killings
On May 6, students and faculty strike to protest the
National Guard’s killing of students at Kent State
University in Ohio, the military recruiting on campus,
and the storage of nerve gas in Oregon. The strike ends
May 11 when police beat protestors with batons.
Women strike for equality
Fifty years after the 19th Amendment (Suffrage) was
adopted, women across the U.S. march down city streets
to press for women’s equality.
1971
Tree planting coop starts
Former Peace Corps members start the Hoedads treeplanting cooperative. It takes contracts to replant cutover
forests.
1973

Hoedad coop fights pesticide use
The Hoedads become active on pesticides
after many of the coop’s members suffer from pesticide
exposure. They push for some of the first laws regulating
pesticide use in forestry practices.
Public employee bargaining act (PECBA) passes
The Public Employee Collective Bargaining Act
(PECBA) gives employees the legal right to organize and
bargain.
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First teachers’ strike launched at Hillsboro
High school teachers in Hillsboro launch the state’s first
teachers’ strike seeking a better contract with School
District 1J. The Oregon Education Association (OEA)
strike lasts three days.
Klamath police strike
Oregon’s first police strike shows the existence of
militant police unionism in smaller communities like
Klamath Falls.
Labor and civil liberties radical jailed
Julia Ruuttila, a long-time Oregon
social activist, is jailed for refusing
to leave a utility office where she
was protesting rising utility costs.
Ruuttila was fired from the Oregon
Public Welfare Commission for
supporting the Vanport refugees
after the 1948 flood.
Photo courtesy OHS.

1974
Union Women chapter chartered
Oregon’s Pioneer Chapter of the Coalition of Labor
Union Women is chartered.
AFT petitions for faculty union at UO
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) Local 3209
petitions the Public Employee Relations Board to
form a faculty union at the University of Oregon.
Community unionism fostered
The AFL-CIO’s Labor Community Services
organization is formed.
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1977
LERC founded
Oregon labor leaders lobby successfully to establish the
Labor Education and Research Center (LERC) at the
University of Oregon with Steven Deutsch as its first
director.
PNLC founded
Unions create the Pacific Northwest Labor College as an
independent institution located in the Portland-area and
operating throughout the region with Roy A. Ockert as
its first president. Ockert was research and education
director for the International Woodworkers of America.
UO Grad students organize
University of Oregon graduate teaching assistants were
among the first in the U.S. to organize when they formed
the Graduate Teaching Fellows Federation (GTFF).
1979
Faculty members join teachers’ federation
Faculty members at Portland Community College join
the American Federation of Teachers.
First labor environment program started
Norman Diamond creates the first
labor environmental education
program in the U.S. Corporate
pressure stopped program funding
from the Environmental Protection
Agency. Diamond is pictured here
receiving the PNLHA’s History
Person of the Year award in 2019.
Photo courtesy PNLHA.
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Eugene teachers strike for 10 days
About 1,200 Eugene School District teachers strike
for better pay. A two-year agreement ends the
group Take Action Now’s plans to support the
striking teachers.
Butchers and clerks merge with UFCW
Retail clerks and butchers unions merge to form Local
555 of the United Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW).
Floating dock memorial
Radical longshore union leader Harry Bridges honors
Portland longshore labor leader Francis J. Murnane by
dedicating a floating dock to him. Construction work
along the seawall in 2009 destroyed the only public
memorial to a union leader in Oregon.
Portland Labor Players II forms
Partially inspired by the PLP
of the 1920s, Portland Labor
Players II begins as a unionsponsored political theater
group. Its “1934: Blood and
Roses” production was banned
from the Oregon State Fair for
presenting only the workers’ side of the 1934
longshore strike. The battle against the ban and the
theater’s productions inspires activism within the
Oregon labor movement.
1980
New PNLC president/director named
Norman Diamond replaces Roy Ockert as president and
executive director of the Pacific Northwest Labor
College.
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1983
Louisiana-Pacific lumber workers strike
Oregon lumber workers join those in four other states to
strike the Louisiana-Pacific Corporation in protest
against wage rollbacks.
1985
Tree planters and farm
workers form union
Pineros y Campesinos
Unidos del Noroeste or
PCUN (Northwest
Treeplanters and
Farmworkers United) is
established in Oregon.
1985 – The
IWA strike at Weyerhaeuser
The International Woodworkers of America and the
Western Council of Industrial Workers strike major
wood products manufacturers for six weeks before
Weyerhaeuser threatens to permanently replace them.
IWA splits in two
The IWA, the only international union with
headquarters in Oregon, splits into two national
unions, one American, one Canadian.
Oral labor history program begins
Oregon Historical Society oral historian Rick Harmon
and the AFL-CIO’s Nellie Fox Edwards, long associated
with the PNLHA, begin interviewing some labor
movement figures. In 2001, Amalgamated Transit Union
(ATU) Local 757 begins sponsoring the Oregon Labor
Oral History Program. Since 2010, the OLOHP has been
affiliated to the PNLHA. By 2015, 95 individual oral
histories had been done totaling more than 900 hours of

Working Oregon 51
recollections. OLOHP officers Jim Strassmaier and
Carolyn Matthews are PNLHA members.
1987
Labor band formed
General Strike, a labor band, is
formed in Portland. The group
frequently entertains PNLHA
audiences at annual
conferences and other labor
events. Photo courtesy Ron Verzuh.
Public sector strike for pay equity
The Oregon Public Employees Union (OPEU) strikes
to win pay equity for women workers.
Nurses strike at Kaiser
About 1,100 Oregon and Washington nurses strike for
58 days at Kaiser Permanente.
1988
Morgan-Nicolai strike fosters solidarity network
About 300 members
of the Western
Council of Industrial
Workers strike the
Morgan-Nicolai door factory in Springfield. The factory
closes two years later, but the Eugene-Springfield
Solidarity Network grows out of the struggle.
1989
Tradeswomen found network
Oregon women workers form the Oregon
Tradeswomen’s Network.
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Workers’ Memorial Day begins
As part of the AFL-CIO’s Workers Memorial Day, April
28, Oregon unions observe a minute of silence to
remember co-workers who have died or been injured on
the job. The annual observance continues today.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day observed
On January 20, Martin Luther King Jr. Day is first
celebrated as a national holiday. Oregon workers begin
honoring the life and work of the slain civil rights
activist.
Loggers rally in Spotted Owl controversy
Thousands of loggers, who are part of the yellow ribbon
coalition, rally in Salem to oppose efforts to list the
Spotted Owl as endangered. The controversy pits the
loggers against environmentalists in a battle over
environmental ethics versus economic interests.
1990
Jobs with Justice begins
Portland’s Jobs with Justice chapter is organized.
Justice for Janitors starts
The Justice for Janitors
movement begins in Los
Angeles. Oregon janitors,
organized as Service
Employees International Union
(SEIU) Local 49, are inspired
to fight for workplace justice.
1991
Oregon’s first farmworkers strike launched
Members of the Northwest Tree Planters and Farm
Workers United (Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del
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Nortoeste – PCUN) strike at Kraemer farms. It is the
first farmworkers’ strike in Oregon history. A boycott is
also organized.
1992
AFSCME wins domestic partner benefits
American Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees (AFSCME) Local 88 wins the first domestic
partners benefits in Oregon.
Rural Organizing Project starts
The Oregon Rural Organizing Project, a grassroots
citizens’ rights organization, is formed out of an
Oregon Citizen’s
Alliance initiative.
ROP works to
create communities
accountable to a
standard of human
dignity.
1994
Fred Meyer workers strike
Teamsters and UFCW Local 555 strike Fred Meyer for
87 days.
1995
AFSCME members strike OHSU
AFSCME Local 328 members strike Oregon Health and
Science University (OHSU).
Portland IWW formed
A new Portland chapter of the Industrial Workers of the
World (IWW) forms with as many as 200 members.
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1996
Minimum wage coalition starts
A labor-supported minimum wage coalition supports
passage of a ballot measure to raise the minimum
wage to $5.50 an hour, the highest level in the country.
1997
Teamsters strike UPS
The Portland-based Joint Council of Teamsters 37 joins a
nationwide strike against United Parcel Service. Oregon
Machinists, also employed at UPS, honors the picket
line. The strike ends two weeks later when UPS agrees to
upgrade part-time jobs.
SEIU ends Kaiser strike
Kaiser Permanente health care workers, members of
Service Employees International Union Local 49, end
their 33-day strike over a cut in benefits and other issues.
November is Labor History Month
The Northwest Oregon Labor Council (NOLC)
designates November as Labor History Month. Oregon
continues to celebrate the month on November 19,
marking the death of Wobbly troubadour Joe Hill.
1998
Pete Seeger’s last Oregon concert
Folk and protest singer Pete Seeger
holds a benefit concert for the Northwest
Tree Planters and Farm Workers United
(Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del
Nortoeste – PCUN). Seeger made 17 visits to Oregon,
the first with legendary folksinger Woody Guthrie in
1941. Photo courtesy Cape Central High.
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Paycheck protection
Labor defeats t h e Paycheck Protection Act ballot
initiative. If adopted, such laws could reduce union
political participation.
PCUN wins first contract
On Cesar Chavez Day, March 31, members of the
Northwest Tree Planters and Farm Workers United
(Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Nortoeste –
PCUN) sign their first contract in Woodburn.
1999
Oregon joins battle in Seattle to protest WTO
Buses and a chartered
train travel from
Oregon to join a unioncommunity coalition in
Seattle successfully
protesting the World
Trade Organization.
Labor history mural erected
“Remember” is erected at Portland Community
College’s Sylvania campus to commemorate early
Wobbly martyrs among others.
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AFL-CIO Working Families protesters at Salem rally in 2011;
SEIU members at same rally; Rural Organizing Project and
minimum wage logos. Photos courtesy Ron Verzuh.

2000s
2000
May Day march restarts, police chief resigns
The march to celebrate International Workers’ Day is
reestablished in Portland. Police action during the march
leads to public meetings on the role of the police.
Powell’s Books workers win first contract
International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU)
Local 5 signs a f irst contract at Portland’s Powell’s
Bookstore.
Working Families of Oregon formed
Oregon Working Families Party is formed. Supported
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by eight unions and several allied community groups, the
party plans to focus on breadbasket issues.
NW Labor Press marks 100th anniversary
The Northwest Labor Press celebrates 100 years of
reporting and commentary on the labor movement in
Oregon and
Southwest
Washington.
2001
Home-care workers make history
State-employed home-care workers join SEIU Local 503,
marking one of the largest public sector organizing
victories in state history.
Mobilizing retired workers
AFL-CIO launches Alliance for Retired Americans to
recruit activists and mobilize older Americans.
Custodians ratify first contract
Custodians at Portland’s Center for the Performing Arts
and other venues, members of the International Union of
Operating Engineers (IUOE) Local 701, win a first
contract after six months of bargaining with the publicly
funded Metropolitan Exposition-Recreation Commission
(MERC).
PSU cafeteria workers unionize
Portland State University cafeteria workers join the
public sector union AFSCME.
Nurses’ union recognized
Oregon Federation of Nurses and Health Professionals
(OFNHP) Local 5017 wins recognition for 468 health
care professionals at Kaiser Permanente.
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Dislocated workers get UI help
The Oregon legislature approves an AFL-CIO bill to
extend unemployment benefits for dislocated workers.
Nurses strike at OHSU
About 1,500 registered nurses strike the Oregon Health
and Sciences University seeking higher wages, better
working conditions, and health insurance. The Oregon
Nurses Association (ONA) strike ends 56 days later with
substantial gains. It was the longest strike in ONA’s
history at the time.
2002
New Alliance created
The Oregon AFL-CIO creates New Alliance, a strategy
intended to create permanent neighborhood-based
political activist networks and coordinate multi-union
organizing blitzes.
Unions help found common good alliance
Unions, churches, community groups, and others found
the Metropolitan Alliance for the Common Good
(MACG) to press for
better access to health
care, more union jobs,
affordable housing,
and public education.
Newspaper guild at Eugene newspaper settles
Members of the Newspaper Guild ratify a five-year
agreement with the Eugene Register-Guard. The 150
employees had been without a contract since April 30,
1999. The new pact gives them raises of 2-2.5 percent
and better health care benefits.
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2003
Working America voices heard
As part of the AFL-CIO’s Working America program,
Oregon workers get a chance to be heard in the political
debate and make positive changes in their communities.
Peace group includes unions
A group called Portland Labor for Peace and Justice cosponsors a massive rally for peace in the Middle East.
Several Oregon unions, including AFSCME, SEIU, and
some International Longshore and Warehouse Union
(ILWU) locals support the call for peace.
Immigrant freedom ride supported
Unions, churches, and other groups support the Oregon
portion of the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride. Like
freedom rides in the South in the 1960s, the intention is
to expose injustice toward immigrants and minorities.
2004
Child psychiatry workers strike
About 100 workers at the Parry Center for Children in
Portland strike for better pay. The center, organized by
SEIU Local 503, provides round-the-clock psychiatric
care for children ages five to 12. The strike ends with
workers getting a raise and union security.
First full-time AFL-CIO organizer
Oregon AFL-CIO hires its first full-time organizer.
2005
Boeing workers strike in three states
About 18,000 Machinists strike Boeing plants in
Oregon, Washington, and Kansas. Issues include
pensions, health care costs, and increased workload.
The strike lasts 28 days.
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Change to Win split in AFL-CIO
Several large affiliates leave the AFL-CIO to form the
Change to Win coalition. Among the breakaway unions
are the Teamsters, SEIU, UFCW, and Unite Here.
Some Oregon unions sign “Solidarity Charters,”
allowing them to remain with the state AFL-CIO.
Our Oregon coalition begins
The Our Oregon coalition
begins working for social
and economic justice and
fighting to protect Oregon workers’ priorities, including
an increased minimum wage.
2006
Oregon political party seeks ballot access
The Oregon Working Families Party begins drive to seek
ballot access for candidates.
Veterans get help to enter workforce
Community Solutions for Clackamas County receives
$750,000 from the Labor Department to help Oregon’s
combat veterans rejoin the civilian workforce.
Blue-Green Alliance starts
The United Steelworkers
and the Sierra Club join
forces to form the Blue-Green Alliance with the dual
goal of achieving good jobs and a clean environment.
UFW organizes Oregon’s largest farm
About 250 workers at Threemile Canyon Farms are
certified as a local of the United Farm Workers union.
The farm owner voluntarily agreed to recognize the
UFW.
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2007
Union-built streetcars are a first for U.S.
The first U.S.-manufactured modern streetcars are to be
union-built at Oregon Iron Works in Clackamas. The
company is later renamed United Streetcar.
Carpenters’ locals strike for pay hike
About 1,300 union members affiliated with the Pacific
Northwest Regional Council of Carpenters strike for
higher pay in Portland, Salem, Eugene, and other cities.
Alliance pledges to promote energy efficiency
Unions, business and community groups form the Apollo
Alliance for Good Jobs and Energy Independence.
Machinists strike Freightliner in Portland
About 700 Machinists, members of Lodge 1005, strike
Portland’s Freightliner Corporation. The strike ends a
week later with gains in successor and severance rights.
Portland becomes “sweat free” zone
Portland city council adds its name to the list of “sweatfree” governments when it approves a resolution backed
by a coalition of unions and community groups. The new
status means that the city will verify that no uniforms
and other apparel are made in sweatshops.
2008
Part-time profs win raise
Part-time professors at Portland State University
bargain a 5 percent raise. Even so, they’ll continue to
gross less than $15,000 a year and still will have no
employer-provided health, pension or other fringe
benefits.
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LERC fund promotes “green” jobs
Unions will study efforts to promote jobs that combat
environmental ills like global warming. Funds for the
study come from the Strategic Training and Action
Research (STAR) Fund administered by the Labor
Education and Research Center at the University of
Oregon.
Longshore workers protest
Iraq war
On May Day 2008,
thousands of longshore
workers shut down 29 West
Coast ports to protest the war
in Iraq. The action may have
been the first-ever walkout
by a U.S. union to oppose a
war.
Boeing workers strike over unfair labor practices
About 1,200 Machinists strike Boeing’s Oregon plants
over the employer’s unfair labor practices. Boeing
workers in Washington and Kansas also strike. The
strike ends with better job security provisions.
Elevator workers mark 100 years
The International Union of Elevator Constructors marks
100 years at IUEC Local 23 in Portland.
2009
Labor history mysteries appear
Portland writer S.L. Stoner publishes
Timber Beasts, the first in her labor
history mystery series. In 2020 her ninth
novel Unseen appears. Susan Stoner was
an attorney with the Amalgamated Transit
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Union and is a long-time member of the PNLHA.
Obama signs Fair Pay Act
President Barack Obama signs the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act, restoring working women’s rights to sue over
pay discrimination.
New nurses federation founded
The Oregon Nurses Association joins the National
Federation of Nurses, a new organization launched in
Portland. The NFN will represent 11,500 registered
nurses in Oregon.
Worker Freedom Act passes Senate
The Oregon Senate passes the Worker Freedom Act to
prevent employers from holding mandatory anti-union
meetings. Senate Bill 519 still allows employers to hold
the meetings, but it would become illegal to discipline –
or threaten to discipline – workers who refuse to attend.
On December 22, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce files a
lawsuit against the bill.
New carpenters’ alliance starts
Carpenters and operating engineers create the Northwest
Regional Council of National Construction Alliance II.
2010
New law bans credit checks in hiring
The Oregon legislature passes new laws banning most
employers from using credit checks in hiring.
Youth initiative
launched in Portland
About 40 union
members, all under 40
years of age, meet for the inaugural meeting of Young
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Emerging Labor Leaders (YELL), a new youth caucus
within the Oregon AFL-CIO.
Unions fight for Saturday postal service
Thanks partly to postal worker protests against plans to
end Saturday postal delivery, the U.S. Congress
decides against the budget-cutting measure. The
American Postal Workers Union Portland-area local,
National Association of Letter Carriers Branch 82, and
National Postal Mail Handlers Union Local 315 had
sponsored a protest picket in July.
2011
New Machinists District W24 formed
Machinists District Lodge 24 and Woodworkers District
Lodge W1 merge, creating the 6,000-member
International Association of Machinists District W24.
Biggest organizing victory in decades
SEIU Local 49 organizes about 500 workers at Bend’s
St. Charles Medical Center. The final vote is tight:
267-261. It is considered one of the biggest private
sector organizing victories in decades. The local is later
decertified after failing to win a first contract.
Bills extend unemployment benefits
The legislature passes two bills that will extend
unemployment benefits for 20 weeks. The bills could
assist 50,000 Oregonians.
Hair stylists join CWA
Hair stylists, massage therapists, nail and makeup
specialists and other workers at Dosha Salon and Spa
join Portland-based Communications Workers of
America Local 7901. It is possibly the first such business
in Portland to unionize. The local, facing employer
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harassment including several firings, later fails to secure
a first contract.
Pride At Work connects LGBTQ workers
The newly chartered Oregon chapter of Pride at Work is
launched. Pride At Work is an AFL-CIO group meant to
connect the labor
movement and
the LGBTQ
community. Its
goals are to promote full equality in the workplace and
greater participation by LGBTQ members in their
unions.
SEIU 503 is Oregon’s largest union
About 7,000 human services workers join SEIU Local
503, making it Oregon’s largest union with 54,000
members. The Oregon Education Association places
second.
2012
Rally for Wisconsin
Oregon workers rally in the
state capital of Salem to
support embattled public
employees in Wisconsin,
fighting Republican
Governor Scott Walker’s
attack on collective
bargaining rights.
Security officers join SEIU
About 500 Portland security officers join SEIU Local 49
at Securitas, ABM, G4S, and Allied Barton.
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TriMet Lift workers join ATU
TriMet Lift workers at a long non-union unit of
contractor First Transit join Amalgamated Transit Union
Local 757.
United Academics certified
The Oregon Employment Relations Board certifies
United Academics of the University of Oregon after it
submits more than 1,200 signed union cards.
2013
Sick leave to aid 250,000 workers
Portland city council passes a sick leave ordinance that
will benefit 250,000 workers. Family Forward Oregon,
Causa, United Food and Commercial Workers Local
555, the Oregon Working Families Party, and Working
America, are among the groups that lobbied for the
improvements.
Ban on use of public funds for anti-union efforts
The legislature bans the use of public funds to
stop employees from unionizing. It also gives workers
the right to take up to two weeks unpaid bereavement
leave.
Machinists strike Daimler Trucks
Machinists picket the Daimler Trucks plant in
Portland. The strike lasts 22
days and won a $1.30 pay increase over three years.
KBOO-FM workers
unionize
Workers at KBOO-FM
radio, a progressive station
in Portland, unionize with
Communications Workers of
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America Local 7901 and negotiate a first contract.
2014
Grad students on strike at UO
About 1,500 University of Oregon graduate teaching
fellows (GTFs) strike to win 5 percent wage increases
annually and a $150,000-a-year hardship fund to
provide paid medical and family leave. The strike lasts
eight days.
$15 Now started
$15 Now Oregon declares that its mission is “to educate,
advocate, and organize for our state’s minimum wage to
be a living wage.”
Paid sick leave for Eugene
Eugene follows Portland to become the second Oregon
city to pass a requirement that employers provide paid
sick leave.
Fair Shot for All forms
Twenty Oregon unions, community groups and racial
justice groups form Fair Shot for All, a coalition to
fight against economic, racial, and gender inequality.
Oregon “hospitalists” unionize
Thirty health care workers, known as “hospitalists,”
organize the Pacific Northwest Hospital Medicine
Association. An affiliate of the American Federation of
Teachers at PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center
in Springfield, it is the first such union in Oregon. In
2017, information picketing helps force a first contract.
2015
ATI Albany workers locked out
About 180 workers at Allegheny Technologies Inc. in
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Albany are locked out. ATI demands major
concessions, including an end to pensions and retiree
health insurance.
Oregon workers win sick leave
A legislature vote gives Oregon workers 40 hours of
sick leave annually. The leave will be paid where there
are 10 or more employees (six or more in Portland).
Retirees get low-fee savings plan
About 400,000 public sector workers benefit from a bill
providing a low-fee retirement savings plan for those
who don’t have an employer-sponsored plan.
2016
Burgerville Workers Union founded
The Burgerville Workers Union is launched and calls for
a $5 an hour raise, affordable health benefits, and free
child care. An affiliate of the
Portland branch of the
Industrial Workers of the
World, BWU is active in
several Oregon locations. A
three-day strike in four of
those locations is thought to
be the largest fast food strike
in American history.
Oregon’s minimum wage increases
Oregon Governor Kate Brown signs Senate Bill 1532,
raising Portland’s minimum wage to $14.75 by 2022. It
is the highest minimum wage in the U.S. Suburban area
wages will increase to $13.50 and rural workers’ wages
will rise to $12.50.
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Unemployment extended
The legislature adopts House Bill 4086, extending
unemployment benefits to 12 months from six months
for locked-out workers.
A Better Oregon founded
Social activists start A Better Oregon
partly to force Oregon corporations to
pay fair taxes.
2017
Fair work scheduling adopted
The legislature passes House Bill 828, a fair work
scheduling law that requires retail, hotel and food service
companies to provide at least 10 hours between shifts.
UFCW Local 555 pushes for it and other changes.
Oregon is the first state to enact such legislation.
“Day Without Immigrants” protest
Portland joins several other cities to demonstrate the
importance of immigration and to protest President
Donald Trump’s
proposed border wall.
By May Day, 10,000
mostly immigrant
families join the
continuing protest
called Day Without
Immigrants.
Bill to reduce highway congestion
House Bill 2017 provides $5.3 billion to reduce
congestion on highway projects. Oregon building trades
unions pressed for the accompanying safety
improvements.
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Right-to-work ordinances stopped
Oregon Senate Bill 1040 guarantees the right to collect
public sector union dues, seeking to head off local rightto-work ordinances.
Health care for 15,000 immigrant children
Oregon Senate Bill 558 extends eligibility for health care
benefits to 15,000 immigrant children who are not legal
residents.
State raises $300 million for Medicaid
House Bill 2391 raises $300 million annually to maintain
Oregon’s Medicaid expansion as federal funds for the
program are reduced.
Bill protects reproductive services
House Bill 3391 requires insurers to cover reproductive
services at no cost to the patient. It also extends Oregon
Health Plan coverage of reproductive health services to
23,000 women who would be eligible for Medicaid
except for their immigration status.
Overtime protections won
Oregon unions forced an amendment to a law that would
have curtailed overtime pay after 10 hours in factories
and mills. The bill now guarantees 10 hours rest between
shifts of eight hours or more and other provisions.
Apprenticeship opportunities increased
Businesses winning contracts worth $5 million are forced
to allow apprentices to work at least 10 per cent of work
hours.
UO faculty union negotiates agreement
The United Academics of the University of Oregon,
along with the American Federation of Teachers and the
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American Association of University Professors, sign a
collective agreement.
2018
OSU and OIT faculty members unionize
United Academics of Oregon State University (OSU) is
certified to represent faculty members at Corvallis.
Faculty members at the Oregon Institute of Technology
(OIT) also form a union. The two faculties are the last to
unionize in the state.
Living wage reaches $13.10
On July 1, Corvallis city
council adjusts the living
wage to $13.10 an hour. This
complies with the annual
wage adjustment passed in
1999 as a citizen-sponsored
initiative.
First contract for VOA workers
AFSCME workers at Volunteers of America Oregon win
a first contract after 18 months of contentious bargaining.
The workers help people deal with substance abuse and
addiction.
Janus decision undermines union dues system
The U.S. Supreme Court rules that public sector workers
must opt in to pay union dues, not opt out. They must
authorize unions to collect dues rather than unions
automatically collecting them. In Oregon, the Freedom
Foundation has campaigned since 2015 to convince
union members not to pay dues.
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Bill limits drug prices
Portland nurses’ union representative Rob Nosse (DPortland) successfully promotes House Bill 4005, which
will limit price increases on pharmaceutical drugs. To
increase prices companies must show how much they
spend on research, whether a generic drug is available,
and how much is charged in other countries.
Unions rally to support amateur athletes
Unions prevent a vote in the Senate on House Bill 4093,
which would exempt amateur ice hockey players from
being covered by workers’ compensation. The Portland
Winterhawks team had tried to legislate its way out of a
class action lawsuit in which players are attempting to be
classified as employees.
Cannabis workers ratify
Seattle-based cannabis retail chain Have a Heart
opens its first Oregon store in Salem, and
ratifies an agreement with UFCW
Local 555. Portland’s Stoney Brothers
was the first Oregon cannabis store to
sign a contract but it closed soon after
opening in 2015. At the national level,
UFCW has a division for marijuana
workers known as Cannabis Workers Rising.
2019
20,000 teachers walk out over school funding
Oregon teachers walk out across the state to push for
improvements to K-12 funding. Legislators respond by
passing a bill to collect $1 billion in taxes from the
biggest corporations.
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Lawmakers anger unions with cuts
The Oregon legislature angers public sector unions, with
cuts of up to 2.5 percent in public employee
compensation. The funds are redirected to public
pensions.
UFCW wins gender pay
equity at Fred Meyer
About 20,000 grocery
workers at Fred Meyer
stores in the Pacific
Northwest gain up to
$2.70 an hour in wage
increases and a guarantee of 20 hours a week with
benefits. The workers are members of the United Food
and Commercial Workers.
More health care workers unionize
More than 2,000 health care workers unionize, including
doctors in training, graduate researchers, caregivers,
support staff, registered nurses and medical technicians.
2020
Oreo and Ritz workers get up to $10K raises
Machinists and electricians at Mondelez’s Portland
Nabisco bakery settle contract giving them wage hikes
from $6,000 to $10,000. The members of two unions
threaten to strike before Mondelez agrees to the raise.
The workers maintain the machines that turn flour and
sugar into Oreos and Ritz Crackers.
Volunteers fight wage theft at
construction sites
Unions and community volunteers
in Multnomah County form a local
cavalry to ensure that public works
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contractors are obeying labor laws, including the
payment of prevailing wage rates and overtime.
Study to help tackle labor trafficking issue
Oregon’s attorney general appoints a 16-member task
force to identify instances of human trafficking and offer
solutions. Labor trafficking includes using threats of
violence and coercion to force a person to work against
their will.
One-time presidential candidate’s bank unionizes
Workers at the Beneficial Bank in Oregon and two other
states, sign union cards for the Communications Workers
of America. Co-founded by billionaire Tom Steyer, once
Democratic candidate for the presidency, and his spouse,
Kathryn Taylor, the bank focuses on serving non-profits
and small businesses.
Pandemic hits health care, essential services
Coronavirus slams the world, with health care and other
essential workers on the frontline facing daily danger. In
Oregon and across the country, workers fight for
personal protective equipment (PPE), test kits, protective
protocols (social distancing), and upgraded overtime
provisions, and increased hazard pay. Lives, jobs,
retirement savings, and pension funds are threatened as
the virus kills more than 180,000 Americans and
hundreds of thousands more around the globe as the
threat continues.
George Floyd killing brings worldwide
protests
The police killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis unleashes anti-racism
protests. In Oregon, across the U.S., and
in many foreign cities unions join the
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call for an end to militarized police forces. Protestors
demand police accountability for the treatment of
African Americans.
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Former PNLHA Oregon vicepresident and trustee Ron Verzuh
compiled, edited, and designed
Working Oregon. A Canadian labor
historian and documentary
filmmaker, he holds a PhD in
history from Simon Fraser
University. He is the author of two
books and numerous articles that
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labor history from others. He hopes the chronology will
inspire trade unions, historians, and students to improve
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The Pacific Northwest Labor History Association
(PNLHA) was founded in 1968 to preserve the history
and heritage of workers in British Columbia, Oregon and
Washington. It is a non-profit association of trade
unionists, students, academics, and others. The PNLHA
is a diverse organization that welcomes new ideas and
innovative approaches to labor history. PNLHA
members are active in many areas. Some are authors of
labor history fiction, self-published articles or booklets
on hidden historical events, and academic works. Others
remain active trade unionists that continue to be inspired
by the history of workers’ struggles for rights, fairness
and social justice. Some are studying formally at
universities and colleges. Others pursue study interests
privately and among friends. Many members are
teachers, lecturers, speakers, journalists, filmmakers and
museum curators. Others are poets, musicians, actors and
artists. Members get involved in cultural festivals, help
create museum displays, and offer labor history talks in
schools. Membership is open to individuals, unions,
associated labor organizations (e.g., retirees councils),
and institutions that share the PNLHA’s interest in
preserving our labor heritage and promoting the study
and appreciation of the history of working people. To
join, visit www.pnlha.org.
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NOTES
If you know of a significant historic event in Oregon’s labor
history, please submit it to rverzuh@shaw.ca for possible
inclusion in a proposed online version of this chronology.

