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Tracing Oregon labor history
Working Oregon – A Labor History
Chronology is at the printers. The 85page illustrated booklet contains more
than 300 entries that identify historical
events that mark the history of the state’s
working people and their organizations.
The chronology stretches back to first
European contact with indigenous
people on Oregon’s Pacific Northwest
coast and
ends in
June
2020.
The
booklet
will be
available
to highschool
history
teachers.
Morel
Ink, a
union
printer in
Portland, is handling production. A
proposed online edition is being planned
for posting to www.pnlha.org.
June vote on bylaw changes
PNLHA members voted almost 100
percent in favor of the bylaw changes
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proposed in a June email from PNLHA
president Tom Lux. Many of the
changes were of a housekeeping nature,
but some were required to recognize that
British Columbia is no longer an active
region. The Canadian province still has
members, but the PNLHA regional
structure no longer exists. Other
approved changes include making the
executive board the governing body
between general meetings, a conflict of
interest article that is required to apply
for non-profit status, and the right of
each region to maintain a bank or credit
union account. For the PNLHA
constitution and bylaws: www.pnlha.org.
Strikes and Spanish flu pandemic
“Who knew that the daughter of Samuel
Gompers, the most important labor
leader in our history, died of the flu?”
asks Jacobin, a socialist magazine, in a
look back at unions during the Spanish
flu pandemic of 1918-1920. In
“Pandemics Can Mean Strike Waves,”
writer Joshua Freeman guides us through
the strikes that paralleled the pandemic.
“The greatest burst of labor militancy in
the history of the United States, the 1919
strike wave,” he writes, “overlapped
with the worst health crisis in the
country’s history.” Four million workers
struck that year. That’s a fifth of the
workforce. So “we shouldn’t be

surprised
that labor
militancy
is
spreading
during
today’s
coronavirus
pandemic,” he concludes.
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2020/04/c
oronavirus-pandemic-strike-wavespanish-flu.
LPNs from the 1918 epidemic
“One lasting impact [of the 1918
Spanish flu pandemic] on the workforce
in Illinois was the creation of a separate
course of study and licensure for
LPNs…Licensed Practical Nurses,”
writes Debby Pope in “Workers, Covid19 and the 1918 Flue Epidemic.” The
vice-president of the Illinois Labor
History Society adds “this came about as
a so-called solution to the woefully inadequate number of nurses available to
provide care during the pandemic.”
Labor history network formed
Quarterly readers will know that we
have made contact with other labor
history organizations across North
America. The result is an exchange of
newsletters and a series of Zoom
meetings to discuss common interests.
Here are some excerpts from two recent
society newsletters.
“Unions face an Armageddon”
“Armageddon is what unions will face if
Donald Trump wins in November,”
notes the August edition of the
Wisconsin Labor Historical Society
newsletter. In “Food for Thought,” the

newsletter states “A half-century ago,
more than a third of Rust Belt workers –
including those in battleground states
like Wisconsin, Michigan and
Pennsylvania – were unionized, and their
unions had the power to turn out the vote,
usually in support of Democrats. White
workers who belonged to unions voted
Democratic at a rate 20 percent higher
than their non-union counterparts. That's
not the case today. Nationally, about 7
percent of private sector workers are
union
members,
which
gives
unions a lot
less
bargaining
power than they once had, and a lot
fewer members to turn out to vote.
Harold Meyerson in the American
Prospect writes that re-electing Trump
could lead to the total destruction of
unions.
The first Labor Day
“In 1882 the first
Labor Day Parade
took place in New
York City on
September 5,” the
Illinois Labor
History Society’s
September
newsletter reminds us. “But whose idea
was it?” asks Julia Berkowitz. “Peter
McGuire, Carpenters Union General
Secretary, is often credited as the father
of Labor Day. But others assert that
Knights of Labor machinist and New
York City’s Central Labor Union leader
Matthew Maguire was the force behind
the holiday. By the end of the decade,
400 cities nationwide celebrated the first
Monday of September as “a general

holiday for the workingman.” Berkowitz
adds “it was already an official holiday
in most states when the labor movement
started campaigning for a day of
recognition at the federal level. Labor
militants contend that by 1894, the
holiday was promoted for its
respectability against the more radical
May Day.” Why did President Grover
Cleveland sign the federal legislation?
“The widely accepted view is that
Cleveland hoped to win back Labor’s
vote after federal troops crushed the
1894 Pullman Strike in early August.
But the President signed legislation
much earlier, on June 28th. The
nationwide boycott against Pullman cars,
called by Eugene Debs and the
American Railway Union, had just
begun two days earlier.”
UALE call for papers
“Reimagining
Worker
Education to
Transform the
World” is the
theme of the
May 24-27,
2021,
conference of
the United Association of Labor
Education (UALE). Send submissions to
ualeconference@gmail.com by Oct. 15,
2020.

as Workers’ Memorial Day under the
Mother Jones slogan “Mourn for the
Dead, Fight for the Living.” In Canada,
it is celebrated on the same date but
called the Day of Mourning.
For more details:
https://ralphnaderradiohour.com/lyingabout-science/.
BC Labour Heritage Centre
gathers Covid workers stories
B.C. workers can
now tell their
Covid-19 stories to
the Labour Heritage
Centre through a
new project called
“Covid Chronicles:
Labour’s Story.”
The purpose of the project is “to capture,
expand and enrich history by
documenting the current moment as it
relates to unions, their members and how
their work was impacted by the
pandemic and the public health orders
that were made.” The project will run to
December 2020. For details visit
http://www.labourheritagecentre.ca/CO
VID/.

50th Anniversary of OHSA
On 29 December 1970 the federal
Congress passed the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration legislation.
The law was enacted on 28 April 1971

Join PNLHA at www.pnlha.org.Send
comments and suggestions to
rverzuh@shaw.ca.

BOOKS, ZOOMS, PODCASTS, ETC.
Oregon history mystery No. 9
S.L. Stoner, Unseen: A Sage Adair
Historical Mystery (Portland: Yamhill
Press, 2020), 234 pages, #15.95 (paper).
Review by Lane Poncy
Unseen is the ninth book in S.L.
Stoner’s Sage Adair Historical Mystery
Series of the Northwest. It’s set on an
Indian reservation where a murder
occurs.
The East
Oregonian in
Pendleton, Oregon,
praised the series
saying, “S.L. Stoner
does an admirable job
of weaving . . .
historical information
into the storyline
while keeping up a
fast, action-filled pace worthy of the
genre.”
The newspaper adds that “history
buffs will be impressed with the level of
historical detail and others will simply
enjoy the story.” As an added bonus,
Stoner’s books have pages of historical
research notes that are used in the plot
development.
The main character, Sage Adair,
made a fortune in a Klondike gold strike.
With his riches, he established a firstclass restaurant in Portland in the early
1900s. He uses the restaurant, Mozart’s
Table, as a way of keeping track of the
abuses of the “movers and shakers” of
the town. He frequently goes undercover
as an operative for the labor movement.
Unseen takes a different direction as

a favor for a local ally. Sage gathers his
crew and heads to a reservation to
uncover the shaky finances and the
embezzlement of tribal property and
allotments. A murder takes place and
Sage is determined to seek justice for
tribal members.
Unseen is deserving of the East
Oregonian’s praise!
Lane Poncy is a former PNLHA
executive board member and host of a
labor show on KBOO radio. Susan
Stoner is a long-time member of the
PNLHA.
Book Review
A Pacific Northwest legend
Aaron Goings, The Port of Missing Men:
Billy Gohl, Labor, and Brutal Times in
the Pacific Northwest (Seattle:
University of Washington Press, 2020)
296 pages, illustrated, $29.95
(hardcover).
“In the early twentieth century so
many dead bodies surfaced in the rivers
around Aberdeen, Washington, that they
were nicknamed the
“floater fleet.” When
Billy Gohl (1873–
1927), a powerful
union official, was
arrested for murder,
local newspapers
were quick to suggest
that he was
responsible for many
of those deaths, perhaps even dozens –
thus launching the legend of the Ghoul
of Grays Harbor.

“More than a true-crime tale, The
Port of Missing Men sheds light on the
lives of workers who died tragically,
illuminating the dehumanizing treatment
of sailors and lumber workers and the
heated clashes between pro- and antiunion forces.
“Goings investigates the creation of
the myth, exploring how so many people
were willing to believe such
extraordinary stories about Gohl. He
shares the story of a charismatic labor
leader – the one man who could shut
down the highly profitable Grays Harbor
lumber trade – and provides an equally
intriguing analysis of the human costs of
the Pacific Northwest’s early extraction
economy.”
Goings has been a PNLHA member
and presenter. He is an associate
professor of history and chair of the
History and Political Science
Department at Saint Martin’s
University.
Portland protests of yesteryear
With continuing
protests supporting
Black Lives Matter,
you might want to
renew your sense of
radical Portland. If
so, the second edition
of historian Michael
Munk’s The Portland
Red Guide is still
available from Ooligan Press. As the
promotional blurb notes, “This definitive
guidebook, which includes maps and
walking tours, artfully explores Portland,
Oregon’s rich heritage of radical social
dissent. Taking the reader beyond the
common history book, Munk tells stories
that many have forgotten, and links them
to physical sites within the city. People

and organizations that fought for
equality and justice against the abusive
powers of their day are given new life in
this revelatory title.” Order directly from
IPS at (866) 400-5351 or
customer.service@ingrampublisherservi
ces.com.
Zoom into labor history
PNLHA members are invited to join a
free Zoom conference on Pacific
Northwest labor history, Friday, Oct. 23,
2020, 10-11:30 a.m. The theme is
“Sustaining Radicalism in the Pacific
Northwest: From the 1919 General
Strike to Black Lives Matter.” PNLHA
WA is a conference sponsor. Chair and
moderator: Kim England, Harry Bridges
Center for Labor Studies. Participants:
Prof. and labor historian James Gregory,
University of Washington and Aaron
Goings, associate professor, history and
working-class studies, St. Martin's
University. To register:
alison.campbell@wshs.wa.gov. Also see
a labor history course online at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAI
pQLScayDGghoL1v4ImCzmZY4jO5LG8NY_6vW0F78szag
Brz3IfA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1.
Preserving Haymarket’s history
The Illinois Labor History Society
(ILHS), PNLHA’s sister organization,
focuses on keeping one of the state’s
most memorable events alive, the 1886
Haymarket Tragedy. Two years ago it
marked its 50th anniversary with the
publication of its own history. Now into
its 52nd year, the society continues to
honor the memory of the tragedy.
As the history notes, “the catalyst
that led to the founding was the
dynamiting of the nine-foot statue of a

policeman at
Haymarket
Square [in
Chicago],
following the
turmoil
associated
with the
1968
Democratic
National
Convention.”
The bombing triggered a response
from local trade unionists. They wanted
to commemorate the workers that
suffered from the tragedy. “Their story
must be told,” said Les Orear of the
United Packinghouse Workers of
America (UPWA), ILHS’s first
president.

On May Day 1969, a rally was
organized to celebrate international
workers day and remember Haymarket.
Pulitzer Prize winner Studs Terkel,
author of the oral history classic
Working, chaired the event. The ILHS
has been doing so annually ever since.
“Remembering can be considered
the humblest form of resistance,” current
ILHS president Larry Spivak wrote in
the introduction to the history. “When
we remember our history, we are ready
to act.” Spivak called the ILHS
“stalwarts of resistance.”
Due to Covid-19, the ILHS office is
closed and the usual May Day event
went virtual this year. Among the events,
Canada’s largest private sector union,
virtually dedicated a plaque to the
Haymarket Memorial.

Feature Articles
History of U.S. police unions
PNLHA members have participated in
the ongoing debate about redefining
community policing and defunding the
police in the wake of the police killing of
African American George Floyd in
Minneapolis, MN.
The debate raises questions about
the historical role of police unions in the
United States. To answer those questions
would require an in-depth examination
of the history of such unions. Here is a
brief outline of that history.
Portland’s Police Association,
established in 1942, is the longest
continuously operating police union in
the U.S. Oregon’s first police strike at
Klamath Falls in 1973 showed the
existence of militant police unionism in
smaller communities.

But police unionism goes back a lot
further. As early as 1892, New York
City had its Police Benevolent
Association. The Fraternal Order of
Police was formed in Pittsburgh in 1915.
The FOP itself is not a union. However,
some lodges are independent municipal
unions.
Wikipedia adds the following:
“
In June 1919 the American
Federation of Labor began chartering
local police organizations as affiliates.
The first was the police force
of Knoxville, Tennessee, followed by
cities such as Cincinnati, Washington,
DC, Los Angeles, St. Paul, Fort Worth,
and Boston.
“By September it had granted
charters to police unions in 37 cities,
over the protests of city officials
reluctant to allow unionized public
employees, and the protests of existing

union members resistant to admitting
police to their ranks.
“This set the stage for the
catastrophic Boston Police Strike of
1919. The Boston force had informally
organized since 1906 as the "Boston
Social Club". They applied for an AFL
charter, which was newly granted on
August 15. The city and state, with
shared oversight, both forbade this, and
rejected a compromise.
“On September 9, some 72% of the
police force refused to work. The city
descended into four days and nights of
lawlessness, with widespread property
damage and nine killed outright, eight of
them by members of the
5,000 Massachusetts State
Guard ordered in by Governor Calvin
Coolidge.
‘More than 1000 officers were fired
and replaced by the city at the higher
salaries the union had struck for. The
event had a pronounced chilling effect
on police unionization for decades.
“The Boston Police Patrolman's
Association was formed 46 years later,
in 1965, following a change in state law.
A national police union would not be
approved until the founding of
International Union of Police
Association in 1979.
“In 1935, the Wagner Act was
passed by president Franklin D.
Roosevelt, allowing private sector
employees to collectively bargain. It
wasn't until later in the 1960s that many
U.S. states changed laws to allow publicsector employees the right to collective
bargaining. By the 1970s police were
unionized in every major US city.”
Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_uni
ons_in_the_United_States#History_of_p
olice_unionization. For a discussion
about police unions, go to

8https://kboo.fm/media/81818-old-molevariety-hour-july-13-2020. The show is
hosted by long-time PNLHA member
Norm Diamond.
Neither rain nor snow nor Trump
When Benjamin Franklin was named the
country’s first postmaster back in 1775
his job was
to ensure
that public
postal
service was
maintained.
Now, as a
presidential
election
nears, the
postal
unions are
struggling
to make
sure that President Trump doesn’t
undermine that service.
The struggle involves Oregon
members of the National Association of
Letter Carriers (NALC), founded in
1889, and the American Postal Workers
Union (APWU), founded in 1971
through a merger of two national unions
that had been around since 1906.
The fight to stop the current
administration’s efforts to cripple the
service was preceded by attempts to
privatize the USPS starting when it
began in 1970. That was also the year of
a seven-day postal strike to win
bargaining rights.
Behind much of the effort to
privatize the service is billionaire
Charles Koch, a right-wing ideologue
who began campaigning in the 1970s to
weaken the service and get it ready for a
sell-off to the private sector. For details:
https://www.inthepublicinterest.org/the-

billionaire-behind-efforts-to-kill-theusps/.
Since 2015, Oregonians have voted
by mail, so casting a ballot to elect the
next president doesn’t pose any problem.
NALC praised the change, saying
“increasing voters’ participation in the
electoral process is a good thing, while
increasing mail volume is vital to the
continued financial recovery of the
Postal Service.”
In November, Oregon USPS
workers will deliver the mail-in ballots,
as usual, and keep the public safe. It’s
part of their history.
To learn more about the struggle to
maintain the USPS as the country’s
“most trusted institution,” go to
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/his
tory/2020/05/tumultuous-history-unitedstates-postal-service-constant-fightsurvival/. Also see Carriers in a
Common Cause, a history of NALC,
https://www.nalc.org/about/ourhistory/carriers-in-a-common-cause. For
APWU’s history, https://apwu.org/apwuhistory.
The Tolpuddle Martyrs
This past summer, like every summer,
the little village of Tolpuddle in Dorset,
U.K., holds a festival to celebrate the
Tolpuddle Martyrs.
Oregon PNLHA member Barbara
Byrd once attended the festival. She
describes an “amazing conglomeration
of music, politics, and labor history,
attended by union activists from around
the country, all camping out in tents on
the grounds.” She also attended online
this year and participated in some of the
Radical History School weekly sessions
run by Les Kennedy.
Here’s how the festival organizers
explain its origins:

“In the 1830s life in villages like
Tolpuddle was hard and getting worse.
Farmer workers could not bear yet more
cuts to their pay. Some fought back by
smashing the new threshing machines
but this brought harsh punishments.
“In 1834, farm workers in west
Dorset formed a trade union. Unions
were lawful and growing fast but six
leaders of the union were arrested and
sentenced to seven years transportation
[imprisonment in an Australian penal
colony] for taking an oath of secrecy.
“A massive protest swept across the
country. Thousands of people marched
through London and many more
organized petitions and protest meetings
to demand their freedom.”
After serving the seven years, only
one of the six martyrs returned to
England. The other five moved to
London, Ontario, Canada, where they
are buried.
Due to Covid-19 the festival has
gone online. Visit festival events at
https://www.tolpuddlemartyrs.org.uk/fes
9val/radical-history-school.

