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AFL-CIO Oregon Labor Blog

B.C. PNLHA issues call for papers

The Oregon AFL-CIO now provides
labor news and information through its
Oregon
Labor
Blog.
“Whether
you are a
union
member, an officer of a local union, or
someone who isn’t in a union but cares
about social and economic justice in
Oregon, we have the news you need
each week,” explains a blurb. To sign
up, go to https://oraflcio.org/blog. Also
check out “The Voice of Oregon
Workers” podcast on the same site.

Before the dust had settled on our
successful 2019 conference, B.C.
organizers had issued the call for papers
and presentations for 2020. The
conference theme is “Newcomers: The
impacts of 250 years of immigration on
indigenous economics, the labor
movement and work.” The conference is
set for May 8-10, 2020, in Vancouver.
See the call at www.pnlha.org.

Labor and Democracy conference
Labor and Democracy is the theme of
the North American Labor History
Conference (NALHC) to be held at
Wayne State University Oct. 15-17,
2020. A call for proposals (deadline:
April 30, 2020) states “We meet to
consider the relationship of the labor
movement and of working people to
democratic governance and the
contribution of workers and their
institutions to the constitution of a
democratic society.” Proposals should be
sent to nalhc@wayne.edu.

8th for Portland mystery author
Member S.L. (Susan)
Stoner continues to
publish historical
mystery novels with
an Oregon labor
history backdrop.
Bitter Cry, released in
November, is the
eighth title in her Sage
Adair series. The
stories are set in early 20th century
Portland and deal with a critical social
issue of the day. In this case, Stoner, a
retired attorney at Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 757, tackled child labor.
You can hear Stoner discuss her work on
KBOO community radio December 30
at 6 p.m. Stoner is a long-time PNLHA
member. Buy her books at Portland’s
Powells.com or at Longshore Local 5’s

http://ilwulocal5.com/support/ . They

Brown bag labor history

offer 7.5 percent off.

Anyone doing labor history research will
find H-Labor a useful online service,
providing discussions, reviews,
conference notices, and other resources.
As part of Humanities & Social Sciences
OnLine, H-labor “fosters international
discussion and collaboration on labor
history topics. It also recognizes that
teaching the history of workers entails
maintaining some knowledge of working
people and their unions today.” Visit
https://networks.h-net.org/h-labor.

Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives is a
cooperative project focused
on workplaces as contexts for the
expression of workers’ culture and the
diversity of historical and artistic
presentations of workers’ lives. Acting
out of common interest, the
Michigan Traditional Arts Program
(MSU Museum) and the Labor
Education Program (MSU School of
Human Resources and Labor
Relations) established Our Daily
Work/Our Daily Lives to explore and
present the richness and diversity of
worker experience and workers
culture with exhibits, lectures and
presentations; writing and research
projects; and reunions, dialogues,
demonstrations and discussions. See
http://catalog.lib.msu.edu/ .

NY labor history award winners

Labor filmmaker retrospective

The New York State Labor History
Association has awarded its 2019
Bernard Bellush Prize to Ryan Driskell
Tate for his essay “Hard Hat Cowboys:
Energy Workers in the 1970s and
Labor’s Last Stand in the American
West.” Henry Himes also won for “The
USWA’s Path to Private Security: The
Postwar Retiree Crisis, Politics, and
Postwar Communism.” Abstract are at
http://newyorklaborhistory.org/web/.

On January 11-19, 2020, Portland’s
Northwest Film Center will welcome a
touring retrospective of 50 years of work
by labor and
social issues
filmmaker
Julia
Reichert.
See
descriptions of films such as Union
Maids (1976), Seeing Red (1984), and
American Factory (2019) at
https://www.moma.org/calendar/film/50
68.

H-Labor.net offers free service

A labor struggles overview
A six-part video series, “An Historical
Overview of Labor Unions in the United
States,” takes us through the struggle to
organize from centuries past to the
present day. Each segments runs from
nine to 18 minutes and is visually
engaging. The Wisconsin Labor History
Society provided partial support.

JOIN the PNLHA – https://pnlha.org.
Please contact rverzuh@shaw.ca
with comments and suggestion.

REVIEWS, EXCERPTS AND COMMENTS

The Quarterly welcomes comments and
suggestions from readers. In this edition
we continue excerpting presentations
from the 2019 Portland conference. In
addition, we are expanding to include
reviews of relevant labor history books,
articles, films, podcasts, and other
media.
Journalists back Winnipeg strike
Vancouver has a long turbulent history
of newspaper strikes. In 1919, members
of the International Typographical Union
shut down the Vancouver Sun for five
days to protest its virulent anti-union
editorials during the city’s month-long
sympathy walkout in support of the
Winnipeg General Strike.
In the summer of 1946, the ITU
went on strike against the Vancouver
Province. When the paper used
strikebreakers to publish, angry strikers
and supporters overturned delivery
trucks and burned copies of the paper. A
subsequent union boycott cost the
Province its position as the city’s main
newspaper, a circulation and advertising
blow from which it never recovered.
However, hurt by other unions,
including the Newspaper Guild, crossing
the picket line, the ITU spent three years
off the job, before managing to reach a
deal.
To avoid a repeat, all newspaper
unions eventually formed a Joint

Council of Newspaper Unions. When the
next strike came along in 1970 against
Pacific Press, which by then published
both the Sun and Province, all union
members walked out. That made it
impossible for either paper to publish.
The unions helped their cause by
producing a thrice-weekly newspaper
called The Express, which was a
resounding hit with the newspaperstarved public. After three months on the
picket line, the unions won a good
contract.
The granddaddy of newspaper
strikes took place in the late 1970s. An
aggressive company approach at the
bargaining table (“This is the year we
take you on.”) resulted in a bitter, eightmonth strike by 1,400 members of the
five craft unions and the Newspaper
Guild. A second version of The Express
was even more successful, doubling taxfree strike pay to $200 a week for three
days of picketing or work on the paper.

Sun workers walked out to support Winnipeg
General Strike (Winnipeg street scene above).

In the end, union negotiators closed
it down, fearing members might reject a
pending settlement because summer was

approaching and strike pay was more
than sufficient to enjoy it.
The last strike at Pacific Press took
place in 1984, amid bitter squabbling
between the Newspaper Guild and the
craft unions, so there was no strike
newspaper. Despite that, after three
months on the line, the unions won by
far the highest wage increase in the
province that year.
– Rod Mickleburgh, author of On the
Line, a history of the British Columbia
labor movement, presented a paper at the
2019 Portland conference workshop
“The Oregonian Newspaper Strike and
the Future of Journalism.”
Veteran of Oregon’s longest strike

Before the strike began on Nov. 10,
1959, Klare was an investigative reporter
at The Oregonian. He helped establish
the Portland Reporter, which published
from February 1960 to September 1964.
He worked there as a reporter,
advertising sales manager, and
promotions manager until joining the
Labor Press staff full time in November
1962. The strike ended April 5, 1965,
with the destruction of the union.
Klare, born in 1926 on a farm in
Indiana, was named after the famed
unionist Eugene Debs, co-founder of the
Industrial Workers of the World and
five-time Socialist candidate for U.S.
president. Klare died May 30, 2008, at
the age of 81.
From 1997 to 2003, Klare’s column
was published online and is available
here: https://nwlaborpress.org/klarearchive/. This is a slightly edited excerpt
from the Northwest Labor Press.
BOOK REVIEW
Revisiting the 1950s Red Scare

Gene Klare

Gene Klare, a veteran of the bitter
Oregonian newspaper strike, was editor
of the Northwest Labor Press from 1965
to 1986, and continued to write a column
for the paper until January 2008. His
column, “Let Me Say This About That,”
spanned more than 40 years, and
covered many subjects, particularly local
labor history and especially about the
strike.

Raymond Caballero,
McCarthyism vs.
Clinton Jencks
(Norman, OK,
University of
Oklahoma Press,
2019), 320 pages,
$29.95 (paper).
Portland historian Raymond Caballero
brings to life the horrors of the Second
Red Scare in the 1950s through an
account of the trials and tribulations of
Clinton Jencks.
Jencks, a tenacious organizer with
the International of Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers, was at the center of a
controversy surrounding the oncebanned and now rightly celebrated film

Salt of the Earth. Caballero introduces
us to Jencks through his role in the film
and its depiction of a strike of MexicanAmerican zinc workers in Grant County,
NM. Jencks was instrumental in getting
Mine-Mill to support the film.
True to its title, Caballero spends
most of his book discussing the details
of Jencks harassment by the authorities,
his arrest for violating the Taft-Hartley
Act which required trade unionists to
sign affidavits swearing they were not
communists, and his subsequent trial.
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover plays
his usual role as the supreme anticommunist. Harvey Matusow, the FBI
informant that lied about Jencks, appears
and is discredited. Judge Robert
Thomason is exposed for failing to
examine the secret FBI files on Jencks.
The book has some factual
inaccuracies and oversimplifications, but
the overall objective of the work stands
it in good stead. As he concludes, “the
evil” that the FBI was supposedly
uncovering through violations of
people’s democratic rights “is not found
in Jencks’s or his associates conduct.”
The “national hysteria over communism
drove this view, which was fanned by
Hoover’s FBI and followed a tradition of
left-wing repression going back to the
1886 Hay Market Affair.”
McCarthyism vs. Clinton Jencks
reminds us of the wrongness of a period
of American history that is ever so close
to repeating itself.
– For Ron Verzuh’s full review visit
https://www.ronverzuh.ca/2019/10/18/re
visiting-the-1950s-red-scare-a-bookreview/ Verzuh’s short documentary
film Remembering Salt is available on
YouTube.

Listen to labor radio online
Oregon radio listeners listen up. We
have a flowering community of radio
programs airing labor history
commentaries and news on labor
struggles now and in the past.
First, KBOO in Portland
(https://kboo.fm/) is perhaps the bestknown labor radio station in Oregon,
PNLHA member Lane Poncy hosts a
half-hour show about labor. Norm
Diamond, another PNLHA member,
does special programming and has in the
past hosted the station’s Old Mole
Variety Hour, again about labor issues.
And historian Laurie Mercier, also a
member, serves on the KBOO board as
well as interviewing labor historians and
activists.
Willamette Week has commented
that “KBOO has been a forum for
unpopular, controversial and neglected
perspectives – often pitching individual
freedom against the injustice of big
business.” Recently, though, KBOO
workers, who are members of
Communications Workers of America
(CWU) Local 7901, have petitioned the
National Labor Relations Board about
the unfair way staff members are being
treated.
Bob Rossi produces a labor show
in Salem at
KMUZ

(www.kmuz.org). The show features
interviews with labor leaders past and
present. KMUZ “educates, entertains
and informs, and reflects the cultural
heritage and artistic expression of our
region. KMUZ engages listeners with
music, culture, news, and information

not widely covered by the mainstream
media.” Rossi hopes to add labor
history items to his broadcast.
Michael Funke, hosts and
produces The Radical Songbook for
KPOV in Bend (kpov.org). His show
“features songs of social significance
from all eras and multiple musical
genres, combined with interviews and
conversations with local community
activists and union members as well as
some nationally and even internationally
known
musicians and
activists.” Funke
has been doing
shows since
2005 and began
producing
Songbook in
2011. He’s has
done over 360 shows, including guest
spots by Pete Seeger, Bill Fletcher and
Billy Bragg. As Funke puts it, the
idea is “to mix some good music with
some good conversation about causes
and issues that activists in our
community are mobilizing
and organizing around.”

PNLHA member Wes Brain
hosts The Brain Labor Report on KSKQ
(https://www.kskq.org/) in Ashland.
Brain conducts interviews with local and
national community leaders, activists,
students, union and a wide assortment of
ordinary working people.” His show
reports “stories and perspectives of the
working class that are ignored by
mainstream media.” The show is
broadcast weekly to the Rogue Valley
and is affiliated to community groups
such as Southern Oregon Jobs with
Justice.

For global labor issues, Oregon
listeners can get RadioLabour
(http://www.radiolabour.net/), an online
network broadcasting out of Ontario that
is “Bringing Labour’s Voices to the
World.” Retired trade unionist Marc
Belanger founded and
hosts daily and weekly
roundups. He says RL
is intended as “an
important instrument in
the building of
international solidarity amongst
unionists.” Belanger adds that RL is
“focused on building North-South
dialogue by audiocasting reports from
and about developing countries, but it
also reports on events in developed
countries.” Weekly news roundups are
also posted at https://rabble.ca/, a nonprofit alternative Canadian online
magazine founded in 2001.
Member on Centralia Tragedy
PNLHA member Stephen Beda provided
an overview of the Centralia Tragedy,
November 11, 1919, to an overflow
crowd in Eugene in early December.
On that date 100 years ago,
“members of the radical Industrial
Workers of the World violently clashed
with veterans belonging to the American
Legion in the small Washington logging
town of Centralia,” writes Beda. “The

conflict took place in a political climate
not dissimilar from our own, 100 years
later.”

Beda, an assistant professor of
history at the University of Oregon,
focused his talk on the “connections
between the Centralia Tragedy and our
own time,” asking what “the events of
1919 can tell us about politics in 2019.”

with authorities. In the era of teacher
revolts, the Fight for $15, and
‘democratic socialist’ politics, all unions
should heed these lessons.”

Hoffa’s killer on big screen

“Unions are the most effective way to
lift workers,” former New York Times
labor reporter Steven Greenhouse argues
in Beaten Down, Worked Up. “Workers
are being shafted in many ways,”
Greenhouse told Don McIntosh of the
Northwest Labor Press (Dec. 6, 2019
edition), “and unions, though often
flawed, can really help lift workers.”
Beaten Down is not a labor
history. Greenhouse leaves that to the
historians. But it is a reminder of the
important role unions have played in
U.S. history. “I think the bumper sticker,
‘Unions: the folks who brought you the
weekend’ is very true, and people don’t
appreciate that enough,” he told
McIntosh. “So I wrote this book to help
educate a younger generation about what
unions are and what they’ve
accomplished, to inspire them.”
He shows that the United States
has fallen behind other
nations in its treatment
of workers. “We’re the
only industrialized
nation that doesn’t
guarantee paid parental
leave,” he notes. “We’re
the only industrialized
nation that doesn’t
guarantee all workers vacations.” His
quest: to “educate people about how the
decline of unions has hurt the nation.”

Celebrated
American film
director Martin
Scorcese’s latest
film The
Irishman is
about the man
who claimed to
have murdered
Teamster leader
Jimmy Hoffa.
Historian
Chris Wright indirectly gives Scorcese
credit for proving Hoffa wrong when he
said “he’d be forgotten 10 years after his
death.”
Wright argues in the Washington
Post (Nov. 29, 2019) that Hoffa “was
one of the most brilliant, effective and
ambitious union leaders in American
history, and he played a substantial role
in creating the postwar middle class.”
Wright acknowledges Hoffa’s
mob connections and even justifies
them, arguing that everybody else was
doing it. “The central lesson of Hoffa’s
life remains relevant today: To build
union power, leaders must be willing to
confront employers, aggressively stand
up for the material interests of members
and stay close to the rank and file.”
Wright further concludes, “It’s necessary
to antagonize the economic elite,
because ultimately the power of
organized labor is grounded in the
working class, not in friendly relations

Former labor reporter offers hope

U.S. LABOR HISTORY ORGANIZATIONS
PNLHA members are not alone
Recently the Quarterly contacted other
labor history associations in North
America. The result: We are not alone!
Here is a brief look at some of who’s out
there with us.

The Wisconsin Labor History
Society, formed in 1981, is “dedicated to
preserving and telling the stories of
workers and unions in Wisconsin.” Its
goals are to tell the public about labor’s
contributions, get labor’s story into
schools and colleges, and preserve
documents and records. For more visit
http://www.wisconsinlaborhistory.org/.
The Pennsylvania Labor
History Society, founded in 1973,
focuses on “documenting and
commemorating the history of working
women and working men and their labor
struggles in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.” It organizes an annual
conference “to
honor labor
heroes,
significant
strikes, mining
disasters,
massacres of
workers, and
path-breaking labor
events.” The PLHS also recognizes

current labor leaders with the Mother
Jones Award, the William Sylvis
Organizing Award, and the John
Brennan Labor Education Award. The
PLHS journal is published annually. For
more visit
https://palaborhistorysociety.org/.
The Illinois Labor History
Society, started in 1969, encourages “the
preservation and study of labor history
materials of the Illinois region” and
strives to “arouse public interest in the
profound significance of the past to the
present.” The ILHS has advocated for
the protection of
important Illinois
labor history sites,
published
guidebooks, and
provided labor
history programs
and tours for
thousands of union members, students,
teachers, and members of the general
public. For more visit
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/.
The Rhode Island Labor
History Society, started as a labor
archives project in 1982, is dedicated to
preserving Rhode Island’s labor history
and providing resources to the public to
educate Rhode Islanders on their
working class history. As well as the
archives, the RILHS
maintains a
publishing program,
provides a timeline,
and offers a
scholarship to RI
students engaged in
labor-oriented projects. For more visit
http://www.rilaborhistory.org.

The Iowa Labor History
Society, no founding year noted, was set
up to preserve “the rich history of Iowa’s

workers – the lives, labors, and struggles
that shaped the history of our state.” The
ILHS supports National History Day in
the state, holds an annual conference,
conducts bus tours historical site
developments, and maintains on ongoing
partnership with the Iowa Oral Labor
History Project. For more visit
iowalaborhistory.org.
The Michigan Labor History
Society, founded in 1977, notes that “the
real heroes of
Labor are the
men and women
whose devotion
and sacrifice
made it possible
to win a better
life.” The
MLHS “believes
there is a dramatic story of dedication
that needs to be told in every union
workplace.” Its purpose is “to foster
interest, understanding, and research
regarding the contributions made by
Michigan’s working men and women; to
disseminate labor history information
and to arouse public interest; and to
support the endeavors of professional
archival institutions.” For more visit
http://mlhs.wayne.edu/.

The New York Labor History
Association, founded in 1976,
encourages the study of workers and
their organizations, serving “as a bridge
between the past and the present,
between trade unionists and academics.
NYLHA members are “interested in

retrieving workers’ history and relating
it to present problems and challenges
facing workers.” For more visit
NewYorkLaborHistory.org.
The Greater New Haven Labor
History Association, no founding year
noted, works to “collect, preserve, and
share the history of working people.”
The GNHLHA offers a forum for
discussing labor history and a central
resource for the Greater New Haven
area. A non-profit organization, it serves
as an
educational
resource and
a historical
archive
center for
records
“pertaining
to our local
labor history.” For more visit
laborhistory.org.

The Spring 2020 Quarterly will
feature Canadian labor history
organizations and a selection of
labor history educational
institutions.

